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From Dena's Desk

World Down Syndrome Day
was March 21st and here is a
great video to share with
students.
 

When new students enroll in your
district and have an existing IEP, there
are specific procedures to be followed to
ensure the student is reflected in the
district’s list of students receiving
special education.  The procedures are
different for a student coming from a
MN school district or from out of state. 
 Detailed instructions are included HERE
in this handout on the NLSEC website.
Finally, remember that a PWN generates
a data sheet that needs to be given to
your MARSS contact to ensure that the
student data is accurate in the district’s
student information system.  

This series of modules is designed for teachers and related service providers newly assigned to a
special education position.
Link to Infinitec - Quick Start modules- you will be prompted to login to Infinitec, then will be able to
proceed to the videos

 Featured Series:   Quick Start: Special Education – An Overview (handout)
Infinitec

It’s officially springtime on the calendar, and springtime means time to consider Extended School Year
(ESY). ESY is an “extension” of special education and related services that is individualized based on
student needs, progress data, and the impact of extended breaks from educational programming. ESY
services vary in intensity, type of service, location, and amount of time. The determination of whether
a student needs ESY services is made by the IEP team. IEP teams should consider conditions of
regression/recoupment, self-sufficiency, or unique need. Additional considerations include, degree of
impairment, rate of progress, behavioral or physical difficulties, and areas/skills that need continuous
support. Check out these links for more information and guidance for IEP teams:
ESY Eligibility, ESY Decision Flow Chart, and Adding ESY in SpEd Forms.

   Due Process Tip: When Students  
 with an IEP Move Into Your District

Shelly Pritchett is retiring!
Shelly Pritchett, Special Education Teacher in Cloquet,
is retiring! Shelly served as a Churchill School parent
leader, school district board member, and special
educator for the past 16 years.  Shelly is recognized
as an outstanding school leader and colleague,
especially to her intervention team members who are
as passionate about supporting students with
academic challenges. Read the full article here.

In addition: Full list of April Webinars here
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How do I
checkout
AT items?

Highlight: Crayon Stylus
This stylus is short and thick making it
easier to handle and hold for small
hands. Using an appropriate sized stylus
instead of your finger helps children
practice holding a writing tool and build
motor memory pathways!  

Mentoring Day was a huge success considering the
impact the snowstorm had on districts.  We had 122/257
registered students attend this year!  Thank you to those
districts that worked hard to get students to the event
even with the late start and weather.  We had 42
presenters participate offering 45 different presentations
for students.  The event was funded by Minnesota Power
Foundation, NLIC, Arc Northland, Cloquet Rotary Club,
Two Harbors Rotary Club, Carlton Lions Club, Cloquet
Moose Lodge, Kwik Trip and Wal-Mart of Cloquet.  Thank
you to the FDLTCC for donating their campus for our
students.

One way to reach your students, help them achieve, solve classroom
management issues, and create a healthy classroom environment is to build
relationships with them. For some students, this will be easy and for others,
especially those who have experienced trauma, this will be a lot harder.

Here are 4 easy strategies - strategies you can implement right away without
the need for prep work - to help build relationships with your students. 

Spend 1-On-1 Time with Your Student: Structure one-on-one meetings so
that they're conversational and pleasant—not punitive.

Look for Something to Comment On: Have a personal conversation with a
student about something the student is interested in for just two minutes
every day for 10 consecutive days. Don’t make this conversation about
school or behavior!

Develop An Interest in Their Interests: Understand and learn about any
student's interest or favorite activity. Even if you don’t understand it - still
make the effort to listen and learn.

Have a Sense of Humor: WE ALL NEED TO LAUGH! Humor can go a long way
toward tearing down walls and building relationships. 

HERE’S YOUR APRIL CHALLENGE: Pick one student and one strategy.
Implement this strategy with this student for at least 10 consecutive school
days. Then, fill out this Google form no later than April 28th to get a special
treat from us!

This uplifting event introduces over 300 youth with disabilities from across the Northland to a variety of adaptive sports and activities.
Contact: Mark Hanna at Courage Kenny Rehabilitation Institute – Northland, 218-726-4834 or e-mail Mark.hanna@allina.com
Registration Deadline: April 14th, 2023

Save the Date!
Arrowhead Youth Games: Thursday, May 4, 2023 9:30am-1:30pm UMD
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Mentoring Day 2023

The Construct Tomorrow event is coming up on April 27, 2023 from
10:00-11:30 at the DECC.  If you have students who are interested in
the trades, they should attend this hands-on event to learn about all
the opportunities available to them.  They will have the opportunity to
talk directly with engineers, welders, carpenters, painters, tilers,
concrete workers, pipeliners, construction workers, etc!  NLSEC is
coordinating  registration for students with disabilities.  Sign up here. 
 More information will follow once your students are registered.  If you
have any questions email Jess Knutsen at jknutsen@nlsec.org.

TIPTIPSTRATEGYSTRATEGY

Thanks to all the volunteers for a successful Mentoring Day!

Highlight: Weighted Vest (small)
Geared towards 3-10 year old children, it has
removable weights to provide proprioceptive
input, help ease anxiety, improve attention, and
help with regulation skills in overwhelming or
busy sensory environments. Please consult with
your district occupational therapist prior to
trialing the weighted vest.

The NLSEC does have a small AT Lending Library.  Here are a few new items available for loan:
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